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You have a nature reserve on your doorstep.
Your plot of land is already home to thousands of families who’ve been here for
centuries. In fact, the place where you now live is one of several million
connections in the wildlife network. Your neighbourhood has been specially
designed to include bat boxes, bird boxes and native plants and shrubs. We hope
you will enjoy these unique elements of your surroundings and continue to make
it a haven for the wildlife of England.
This leaflet is an introduction to your wild neighbours. Here you will find ideas
on how to improve your garden to attract local wildlife, inspiring ways to
encourage animals to stay, and a few tips to help you identify the creatures
visiting your home.

Your beloved cat or dog can scare the wildlife away.
Cats alone are responsible for the death of sixty million songbirds a year!
Consider fitting a collar with a bell to make it harder for them to hunt.
Two bells are more effective than one and the bells that Morris Dancers use
are even better!

•

Jackdaws - eating worms and leftovers scraps

•

Robins - searching for berries and insects on the ground

•

Sparrows - finding seeds and insects

•

Goldcrests - seeking tiny insects and spiders

•

Chaffinches - looking for fruit and seeds

The quickest and easiest way to attract birds into your garden is to put the
right food out through the winter and early spring when food is scarce.
Using a bird table will offer some protection from cats. Place the table in the
open but not far from a hedgerow. Blackbirds, starlings and redwings all
prefer ground feeders.
Food: All your leftovers! Cooked potato, moistened bread, stale cake,
chopped bacon rind, fruit, currants, dry porridge oats, unsalted nuts and
sunflower seeds.
Water: Birds need water for drinking and bathing. A shallow tray or upsidedown dustbin lid make luxurious paddling pools for birds. Remember to keep
it topped up all the year round and to crack the ice in winter.
If you find baby birds in your garden, leave them alone. Mum is probably
nearby collecting food.

•

Foxes keeping a watchful eye out for free food

• Badgers leaving large holes in
their search for slugs and worms

• Hedgehogs snuffling around
at night searching for juicy slugs

•

Bats flying low over the garden
detecting flying insects

•

Field Mice who may decide to nest under sheds or in rockeries

You can encourage bats by growing night-scented
flowers such as Evening Primrose or Sweet Rocket
to attract moths – a delicious snack for a bat!
Leave part of your lawn unmown to
attract insect larvae and spiders.
Sow wild flowers in your borders and in
your lawn - they make a beautiful addition
to an English country garden and attract
insects for the visiting birds and bats.

Native trees are more attractive to
insects than foreign species.
Silver birches are particularly
fast growing and host to many insects.
Rows of bushes or shrubs attract
insects for bats and birds to eat and
provide feeding areas for small mammals.
Leave gaps in natural hedges.
Train climbers such as honeysuckle or
ivy on trellis fixed to walls and fences for
bat roosting sites and bird nesting places.
Remember, bats are an endangered species
and are legally protected in the UK.
It is an offence to block
their entrance or exit holes.

c)

Find out who your visitors are
b)

a)

.........answers at the
bottom of the page

Please avoid using chemicals. Certain insecticides may cancel out what you are
doing to encourage wildlife.

•

To get rid of slugs, sink containers into the soil and add some beer, or use
orange halves with the fruit scraped out as natural slug traps

•

Go peat-free, peat is already dangerously depleted in UK

•

Compost your green waste to reduce the amount
of waste going to landfill

•

Pile old logs, rocks or branches to make wildlife habitats

•

Invest in a garden pond, but make sure
it is safe for children

•

Plant native species of flowers and shrubs

•

Seek further information and advice!

a) Badger

b) Fox

c) Hedgehog

There’s a whole community of people
who care about the natural world. If
you’re one of them or would like to
know more, you might consider
joining one of these organisations:

The Bat Conservation Trust
Unit 2, 15 Cloisters House
8 Battersea Park Road
London SW8 4BG
020 7627 2629
members@bats.org.uk
www.bats.org.uk
The British Hedgehog
Preservation Society
Hedgehog House
Dhustone, Ludlow
Shropshire SY8 3PL
01584 890801
info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk

The Mammal Society
2B Inworth Street
London SW11 3EP
020 7350 2200
www.mammals.org.uk
RSPB: Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds
The Lodge
Sandy
Bedfordshire SG19 2DL
01767 680551
www.rspb.org.uk
The Tree Council
71 Newcomen Street
London SE1 1YT
020 7407 9992
info@treecouncil.org.uk
www.treecouncil.org.uk

